Money Talks

Tinsher bhosmas have plenty of ol
waving adlvaptagos tn-g::mu of bhow
corstriclion, Ko all, make wirs

-.- -ﬂ.l_g-u:-'ﬂl.-'-lum'-nri.

It's the cardinal rule of building a custom home: Don't ignore your hudgel:.
One industry pro offers his tips for staying on track. av mixe mccarmiy

It’s a tricky thing, this budger business. Amud all the hoopla of foar-
|1_.|:'|||-,. .||1-|'r|i,1|11_'.:::. and color selections, the |:-|I|.|:|=',L'[ is like WOLLD ITIENT
telling you to eat your vegerables. You want to ignore it. You want to
muzzle the righteousness of the message. You want it o ger up and
|-L'.i|'l-'|.' 1h.|_' TMITY,

Maturally, it wont go away—and anyone smart enough to entertain
[hn:'||_|__|:l:|'|_|::=. on guni_n_l; the |'l|||;_‘||-__'\.|,,'[ jLIst |'|1;|1r will have a betcer |'|.|1|11-'.'-|1-|Ii||.]5II!:||‘_
experience. The good news is that its not all that paintul. You simply need
o create a list of what vou need and d.['k.lill_l_tlli:‘;h it from what WEHE WAL, From
there. come up with a bottom line and work with your rimber producer or
design team 1o build the best house you can afford.

Jack MecClennen, director of sales for I’irltllidgr [imberframe [www pine
ridgetimberframe.com) in Onrario, Canada, is & master ar working with
clients on the reality of their budgers. Here are some of his aps.
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21 should consider when it
comes to my budgel?

Q What are the top three things

Anyoawe nteresied in building 2
A:Jmm: lhas some dollar Beeire tha
serves s the outer edge of what he or she
is willing o spend—and can afford o
~p|.'|'|l.|—|ll'| a home. |lJ.l:|LIi1j| ing thexr disd-
lar amount is the single mose impoerant
sep in e process. Desspoens can draw
up your drem home, b il vou cn't
altord it then s nothing more than a
pretey drawing,

{Ince vhan dollar amoune 15 esrahlished
voui can assume thar the amber compo-
nent of your home will represent 25 o



33 percent of your ol bued-
get—nnt inchading land, well,
septic and excavation. Finally,
you have w decide if you'ne

Timber m wy reprasant 35 o 50
percent of yoor home's totsl st

biarrs Bing. & good deslgrer should

design & hame to fit your bedgal.

willitg 1o compromise in ancas
sich a8 square footage and the
level of Fnishes. In  other
words, are you willing m give
up the granire counterops for
mire efficient windows, or viee
versr

.hthlnlfmhl

» can use to Fgure out
the cost of my tmber
homa? :

A Unbortunatcy, there's no
l!-'urmuii—pm a5 there's

no formula for  stck-buil
homes. Two homes with dhe
mme square fi can e
thoususds of dollars aprt on finad costs
because of the homes bowation, level of
finighing materials and other factors,
such as whether you're building in an
established communiry or are off the grid
(thar is, vou moed o fnd an aleermative
way to power your home). Same with
timber homes,

However, timber homes give you
plenty of cost-saving advamtages because
of their constrscrion. For example, in a
stick-buile home, the space in the rafters
it wsed. In a well-designed mber
home, you can srewch your budger by
Er:[u'l'l.gllu: erncest onnt ol than lvalde e,

‘Where do costs add up and
ill-lm.huipi?"l'l"lm'lml
cut?

Costs should never add wp and
eslam 3 budger. A good designer
should design a home @ the budger.
Accommodations can be made, though,
o switch dollas armoudes bepween buid-
get items, You may decide you want a
large, fully tumbered front porch, In
order wo allow for chis, perhaps you'll
accept less expensive finishes inside. 1F
vou dont want 1o compromise on fin-
ishes or square footage, then maybe you
by only the tmber necessary for soruc-
tural soundness. Or maybe you opt o
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use less decorative trusses and choose a
king, post over a2 hammerbeam, Again, a
pood desipner will be skilled in helping
you o wherne your budge can be shifred.

Q How much budget flexibility
% do | have when designing a tim-
bar homa?

A Yo Hnilﬂr have an amazing
waumount ol fexibilicy, especially
when companed o comventonally framed
homes. Again, work with your design
tem to make the right choices on the
frame lesedf. You can sive moncy in many
arcas, including the type of wood spoces
vl use and the amount of dmber wed
throughour the house. Remember, of
course, that a conain armount of tmber i
necessary o cnsure the ssructural integri-
ty of your home. Using more complex
joinery or demil—a hammerbeam oruss,
for example—will affect your botiom

linie.

Q How da hybrid homaes fit inte
S this picture?

A Many cusomers choose 2 lybrid
-ﬁ':mt. which means that, for exam-
ple, ihe Ereal room will b the onky area
in their home thats ttimber framed and
covered with structural insulared panels
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{5IPs); the mst of the home
will b construcred our of $1P%
alane, The tmber frime is
showcasad i the area where
its desirad the most, so the
great room, kirchen or dining
ran are @ natural fir for
framing,

What types of ques-
Qr tions should | ask
| my timber provider once
i I've established what my

! budget is?

The first thing w

@ emembser is that o
need o have a grear working
partnership with your tmber
provider—so  no  question

f ol be off limits. Remem-

ber, hes thee w0 help you
build yous drezem home and educare pou
abour the tmber home-building process.

Here are the questions I'd ask first:

* Are e frames cun with a Hundep-
ger (powerful cunting machine
used on karge timbers) or hand-cuc

* What species of fmber do they
offer for bath the interior and exae-
fioet

o What sreefformar soruomeesl -
bsted panels (51P5) are wsed?

* Ame the panes supplied with the
packags?

* Are the panels pre-au?

* Are the panels code-raned?

* Whar rypes of support does the
company supply [or the frame-rais-
ings and paned installation?

TREBEEEEA YR PRI Y BOGEE walh
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Q:Anruﬁnrﬂpl?

A [ FoLr homewnrk.  Feducae
imurudf abemit the tmber home
indusery so you can understand what
ity LOEapriny affers. Also |m:p in mind
thiat bottom-line numbers can be dooeiv-
ing; you need @ compare appls o
apples in a tdmber home package. You
also should consider arending a work-
shop or seminar at a Log & Timber
Hisime Show—it 1l well worth the invess-
ment in the long run, [ ]



